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Jom us Sunclay

mornlngs or..

Adult
Sundag School at

Worshlg Klds

Sunday School at

10:30 3.m. in our
Sanctuary

Sunday School begins
at 10:30 a.m. with the
children joining us for
the beginning of the
worship service &
proceeding to their
classes after the
announcements.

Wed., Feb. 25% is
Ash Wednesday
We will hold our
Pot-Luck Supper at
6:30 p.m. & our
Communion
Service will begin at
7:30 p.m.
All Are Welcome!

Fastoral Care

If you or someone you
know is in need of
Pastoral Care, please
call Rev. William
Wightman at
610-252-8316.

Everyone is invited to
all our worship
services!

(And bring a friend!)

You Are A Biblc!

(Received via e-mail from Nancy Amore)

is name is Bill. He has wild hair,

wears a T-shirt with holes in it,
jeans, and no shoes. This was literally his
wardrobe for his entire four years of
college.

He is brilliant. Kind of profound and very,
very bright. He became a Christian while
attending college.

Across the street from the campus is a
well-dressed, very conservative church.
They want to develop a ministry to the
students but are not sure how to go about it.

One day Bill decides to go there. He walks
in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild
hair. The service has already started and so
Bill starts down the aisle looking B

for a seat. l

The church is completely
packed and he can’t find a seat. \V
By now, people are really
looking a bit uncomfortable,
but no one says anything.

Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the
pulpit, and when he realizes there are no
seats, he just squats down right on the
carpet.

By now the people are really uptight, and
the tension in the air is thick.

About this time, the minister realizes that
from way at the back of the church, a
deacon is slowly making his way toward
Bill.

(Continued on page 4)



— uPcoming Fcbruarg Fvents... —

Sun., Feb. 1** - “SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” Soup Pot
Collection & FOOD BANK SUN. ~ MORNING WORSHIP
in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. Please bring a nonperishible
food item or other household need to help restock
ProJeCt’s Food Pantry.

Our Youth will be at the doors following the
service with Soup Pots to collect “Souper Bowl
of Caring” donations for our local Soup Kitchen.

Please be generous!

SUNDAY SCHOOL with children & youth meeting in the
Sanctuary for the beginning of worship at 10:30 a.m.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:30 a.m.

Nominating Committee Meets following morning worship.

Sun., Feb. 8" - MORNING WORSHIP in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL with children & youth meeting in the
Sanctuary for the beginning of worship at 10:30 a.m.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:30 a.m.

Mon., Feb. 9" - Consistory meets at 7:30 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 14" - Valentine’s Day ~
“Shower the people you love, with love!” J.T.

Sun., Feb. 15" - MORNING WORSHIP in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL with children & youth meeting in the
Sanctuary for the beginning of worship at 10:30 a.m.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:30 a.m.

DEADLINE FOR: Daffodil Sun. orders, Annual Committee
Reports & the March Steeple News

Sun., Jan. 22" - DAFFODIL SUNDAY ~ MORNING WORSHIP in the
Sanctuary at 10:30 with Pastor Mike Smith leading worship.

SUNDAY SCHOOL with children & youth meeting in the ‘
Sanctuary for the beginning of worship at 10:30 a.m. &

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:30 a.m. v

(February events continue on pg. 4) /




((February events continued)
Wed., Feb. 25" - ASH WEDNESDAY ~ Pot Luck Dinner in the
Parlor - Gathering at 6:00, Super at 6:30, followed
by our Communion Service beginning at 7:30
p-m. All are welcome at the Lord’s Table &
ours!

Sun., March. 1% - THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT ~
MORNING WORSHIP with Holy Communion, in the Sanctuary
at 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL with children & youth meeting in the
Sanctuary for the beginning of worship at 10:30 a.m.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:30 a.m.
N\ J

(“You Are A Bible” continued from page 2)

Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece
suit. A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks
with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying
to themselves that you can’t blame him for what he’s going to do.

How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to under-
stand some college kid on the floor?

It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy.

The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man’s cane. All
eyes are focused on him. You can’t even hear anyone breathing. The
minister can’t even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has
to do.

And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great
difficulty, he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and worships with
him so he won’t be alone.

Everyone chokes up with emotion.

When the minister gains control, he says, ‘What I’m about to preach, you
will never remember. What you have just seen, you will never forget.’

‘Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible some people will
ever read!’



“5ouicr Bowl” of Carm

“Soup uncheon on Sun., Jan. 2.5”‘
“SouPcr” bowl Co”cctlon on Sun f: R

We celebrate the Superbowl with 2 “Souper Bowl Sundays”!!!

First...Our Annual “Souper Bowl of Caring” luncheon was held on
Sun., Jan. 25" following morning worship. We fed quite a few hungry
& chilly souls with some warm soup & warm fellowship. We also
collected numerous cans of soup, thank you all!

Second...On the day of the Superbowl...Feb. 1*...we will hold our
“Souper Bowl of Caring” collection. The youth of our Congregation
will again be participating by standing at the back doors of the Sanctuary
with those large pots!! Hoping to fill them with your monetary donations.
Please remember that ALL monies raised through these tow Sundays
goes directly to our local soup kitchen at Trinity Episcopal Church!

Please be Generous!
a0
EY

ln Casc O‘F lnclcmcnt Wcathcr please call the church

. v ... office at 610-258-3361. If church services will be post-
e (Q * poned, there will be a message stating that. Unless you

J\‘ hear a message canceling services, please expect
)’\3)\ services to be held.

;‘()~

‘().’

Congratulations to our E_aglc Scout!

On. Saturday, December 6™, Carl Wandersee became an Eagle Scout
with a beautiful ceremony in our Sanctuary, and we would like to congratu-
late him, and his Mom & Dad, Wendy & Dave, on his achievement. Carl
does well in all he does, and this was no exception. Job well done, Carl!

Special thanks go out to Kim Kmetz, Ferne & Bill Turner, and Marge &
Jim Harron for helping with Carl Wandersee’s reception following his Eagle
Scout Court of Honor. When I put out a call for help, they were right there
to give me a hand, and I do so appreciate the fact that they volunteered at
this busy time of the year.

Nancy Amore



Sé Cr I
o :J Musncal Notcs
Jp Senior Choir
Our Senior Choir is a small group but we have lots of fun. We practice
7:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings. If you are interested in joining, no
experience is necessary, please see Sheila. Everyone is welcome!

Bc" Choir

Our Bell Choir is now preparing for Easter & beginning on Thurs., Feb.
5% we will be practicing at 7 p.m. on Thursday evenings. Please see
Sheila if you are interested in joining our Bell Choir. We will be happy to
teach you how to do it!

Praise Choir

Praise Choir (Gospel & Contemporary music with guitars) is practicing on
Sundays after morning worship. Our approximate 20 minute practices will
be held immediately following morning worship at 11:30 a.m.

This is a great, informal group, especially for our Youth members so
please consider coming out for Praise Choir. It’s great fun!

Everyone is invited to join any of our choirs,
no experience is necessary. Please see Sheila Cooke for more info.

plrg
34
Jogous T hanks for Your Caroling...

My sincere thanks to the Choir for the Christmas visit. It was a joyous
time for me of course! I loved the singing so much! Your visit to me was
like a gift! Best wishes for a great New Year.

Blessings & love,

Mary Gardner

~ Caroling may not seem that important but it means so much to
those whom we visit. It also touches the hearts of those who partici-
pate. Please see the story on page 18 for proof! ~

_6-



u
N ews The Holiday Bus Trip on Saturday, December 13,

2008, to New York City was enjoyed by 30 Christ-
mas spirited people from our church family and commu-
nity. After a delicious filling dinner in New York City’s
Little Italy, the group made its way to the bustling areas of

NY Times Square and Rockefeller Center areas where the
crowds, lights and Christmas atmosphere were nothing but spectacular.
Thank you for all who were part of this enjoyable day! Hopefully all had
a Joyous Holiday!

y\écn’é’ NYC Bus Trip

o

Men’s Club Flans...

We have some plans “cooking” but no details yet so watch the bulletins &
newsletter for more info about our next endeavor!

\ adies are Sponsoring DamCFoclil Days
Sunday, March 22

gf-Sunday, March 22", the altar will again be a blaze of yellow, as you
have a chance to honor someone with a bunch or two of glorious daffo-
Jils. (Please see the order form enclosed with this newsletter.) You can dedicate
one bunch for $12., a mini-pot of daffodils for $15, or a Bear and a bunch
for $25. The bear is a 10" Boyds bear, named Carrie N. Hope,
which is just adorable, and will bring a smile to any face.
S
A4

Your orders and money, or check made out to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, must be turned in by March 15. Any
orders received later than that can not be honored. Your payments can be
given to Nancy Amore, or Pastor Dowd, or sent to the office. Think of
someone special in your life who has had, or has cancer....someone you
would like to honor for their battle, and dedicate flowers in their honor.
What a beautiful thing to do .Lets all join together to lick this deadly disease
which affects so many of our friends and families.

Thank you,

Nancy Amore



[ First | _adies (Generous Again
T his Holiclag

The First Ladies kicked off the holiday season on
December 5%, with a party at the Amore home,

and proceeded to spend some of the money they

have been making, thanks to you, on our nut and
cranberry sales. We purchased part of a 26" bike for a young man who
requested it from Santa on the Angel Tree, with Easton Perio contributing
to the $85 cost also. We know he had an exciting Christmas morning! We
also purchased two coats for women who urgently needed them this
winter at a cost of $120. Luckily, I found good warm coats on sale half
price, so they got really good quality ones. We gave monetary gifts to
several people in need, and paid for the craft supplies at Hanging of the
Greens for the children, who had a messy, but fun time. Thanks Kris for
all your help.

We purchased the new Christmas tree for the Parlor, which didn’t fall
over as last year’s did, and stayed nice looking throughout the season. We
hosted Carl Wandersee’s Eagle Scout court of honor, and cooked and
served all the food that day for 70 people. Thanks to all the wonderful
First Ladies who have helped make the season bright.

Nancy Amore

pS0R

First | adies Christmas Farty!

Friday, Dec. 5, was a crisp, cold night, and inside the Amore home came
the sounds of good, old-fashioned laughter, so loud that the next door neigh-
bor asked, “ what in the world is going on in there?!”, to Ken when he came
home from his evening out “Its just the First Ladies from our church”, was
Ken’s reply, and how true that was! About 15 ladies met to celebrate Christ-
mas with a dessert and appetizer potluck, and celebrate we did.

Barbara lead the group in a beautiful prayer....she does the best ones.
Some of the evenings highlights included wonderful food, with lots of spe-
cial goodies that are only seen at a special celebrations. My counter was
packed to the gills, and none of us were shy about seconds, that’s for sure,
and just ask Bev about her favorite beverage....you go girl!

(Continued on pg. 12)



(‘First Ladies Christmas Party’ continued from page 5)

Our version of Maya Angelou, Nomie read a heartwarming story, written
from Jesus point of view, about not inviting him to his own birthday party.
How true it is that in the midst of all the holiday festivities, He gets lost in the
shuffle. We decided that we would all try to do better opening our heart to
the Lord this season, and hope you will join us next year in that effort.
Thanks to Bill Turner who e-mailed me this touching story.

Our social director, Kristen then proceeded to make us howl with an assort-
ment of Christmas games, which left us grabbing for our hankies, as we
were laughing so hard. There were several favorites, among them, opening
tightly wrapped Christmas packages, ( she really wrapped every seam! ),
which we had to open using oven mitts, and wearing a scarf for effect.
Marge got the award for the best line of the night, when she turned to Kim
and said, “ Is that really a four on the dice?”. When Kim replied “afraid so,
Marge.” Marge answered, “ I was afraid you would say that!” You see,
you had to roll a four on the dice, and then whoever was struggling to open
the package, had to pass it to you, so you could give it a shot, and let me tell
you, it was really hard to open, because not only did Kris tape every single
seam, she had a box inside the box, inside the box...... You get the drift. Well
anyway, it really was a hoot.

The other game we played that was a big hit, was the Christmas stocking
game. Kris stuffed two big, furry stocking with lots of winter and Christ-
mas related items, then sewed up the openings, and passed the stocking
around to see who could guess the contents. Jeannette won that one by a
long shot with 9 items. Way to go Jeannette!

Kim won several of our other games...she is WAY to smart, that girl. If
she wasn’t so nice, we might have to tape her mouth next year, so the
rest of us would have a chance! Seriously, she was quick with the
answers, to the Christmas movie trivia game....nice job!

Then came dessert. | reassured the group that once the desserts were
cut, all the calories disintegrated into the air, so we could eat all we
wanted, and not gain a pound. Of course, that darned cheesecake I made
was an absolute tummy expander, so that theory went right out the
window!

What a wonderful time we all had, and if you missed it, we celebrate and
party together all year long, so come and join us next time. We are a
great group, if I do say so myself!

Nancy Amore



Our Heartfelt Sympathics... et

Our First Church family has lost several dear members as well
as “extended” family in recent weeks. Please keep these fami- §
lies in your prayers, that they will be comforted by our love & the

promises of Jesus...

The family of Janet P. Miller who passed on Sun., Dec. 7, 2008. Surviving are
her husband of 58 years, Richard, their sons Allen, Gregory, Keith & their daughter
Diane Lamas & their families.

The family of Robert L. Crozier who passed on Sat., Dec. 27, 2008. Surviving
are his wife of 66 years, Mary, daughter Susan Beling & her husband George;
his brother Charles “Lou” & his wife Meryl “Skip” Crozier; grandchildren Steven
Beling & his wife, Stephanie, Dr. Karen Beling & Larissa Bartlett & husband
Todd; two great-grandchildren, Olivia Beling & Alexandra Barlett along with
nieces & nephews & many fishing buddies.

The family of Samuel H. Krock, Jr. who passed away on Fri., Jan. 2, 2009.
Sam is survived by his wife of 55 years, Shirley and children Alison Rothrock,
Tad & a brother, Robert along with four grandchildren, Tyler, Matthew, Alec &
Lauren. His funeral included Masonic services & military honors.

Fred & Gretchen Finken whose son Gary passed away on Mon., Jan. 12,
2009. Gary’s wife, Ree Bush Finken & two sons, Jeffrey & Douglas survive
him along with two sisters, Sally Newhartz & Susan Kutzler.

Bette Walker whose brother passed away several weeks ago. He was a very
interesting & good man who lived a good & long life.

May our departed loved ones rest in God’s peace.

S

Free & | ow Cost [Jealth Scrccnings

The Allentown Health Bureau offers free & low cost cancer screenings for
the most common forms of cancer — breast, cervix and gynecologic, colon/
rectum, prostate and skin.

Women age 40 or over with no health insurance, insurance that does not

cover mammograms or have a high deductible are eligible for free or mini-

mal cost ($70 max.) mammograms & gynecological tests. You do not

have to live in Allentown to receive these services.

Telephone: 610-437-7513 between 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. for info
-10 -



4 N\
Januarg (ireeters, Readers & (Jshers Were

January 4% - Epiphany with Holy Communion
Greeters - George & Sue Beling

Ushers - George & Sue Beling

Reader - Sue Beling

January 11" - ._ y )

Greeters - Jeannette & Steve Orso
Ushers - SPECIAL GUEST USHERS
Reader - Dan Redington

Acolyte - Kelsie Hilsenbeck

January 18" -

Greeters - Val & Tony Bubba

Ushers - Val & Tony Bubba, Irene Stotz and Molly Parry
Reader - Bill Arnold

Acolyte - Brynn Hilsenbeck

January 25% -

Greeters - Jean Rothermel and John Rothermel, Jr.

Ushers - Jayne Frenchko, John Rothermel, Jr., Janet Caka and
Beverly Lambert

Reader - Janet Caka

Acolyte - Bradley Corr

Church Women (Jnited

Church Women United will hold their annual Tuesday Lenten Medita-
tions at St. Paul’s 3rd Lutheran Church on Newberg Rd., Palmer
Twsp. beginning on Tues. March 3" & continuing on March 10, 17,
24,31 & April 7*. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. & the program will begin
at 11:15 a.m. Please bring a brown bag lunch, dessert & beverages will be
provided.

C.W.U. will hold their World Day of Prayer program on Fri., March 6"
at St. John’s UCC in Nazareth. Registration begins at 1 p.m., the pro-
gram written by the women of Papua New Guinea, ”In Christ There Are
Many Memjgers Yet One Body”, will begin at 1:30 p.m. Everyone is
invited! Plefle contact Irene Stotz for more info.

11 -



f:cbruarg (ireeters, Readers & (Jshers
Will Be
February 1* -

Greeters - Elaine Hrymack & Al Kuebler

Ushers - Elaine Hrymack, Ken Amore and Bob & Doreen Arnold
Reader - Kathleen Dowd

Acolyte - Lauren Skillinge

February 8" -

Greeters - Sharon & Scott Ashton

Ushers - Sharon & Scott Ashton and Vikki & Michael Cowell
Reader - Gary Rapp

February 15™ -

Greeters - Brenda Guffy & Helena Rapp

Ushers - Brenda Gufty, Molly Parry and Daelyn & Warren Corr
Reader - Mark Cooke

Acolyte - Bradley Corr

February 22™ -

Greeters - Brenda Lisinichia & Sue Donaldson

Ushers - Brenda Lisinichia, Sue Donaldson Marianne Phifer &
Steve Protyniak

Reader - Stewart Wolbach

Acolyte - Melissa Lunger

Wl
‘N~ ATTENTION PARENTS! If you have children inter-
D ested in serving as Acolytes, please contact the church
office at 610-258-3361.

ATTENTION GREETERS! Please bring your biggest, friendli-
est smile & plan to be in position to meet & greet those attending
services on Sun. morning, by 10:10 a.m.

Kcmcmbcr, cvcryc]ay is one clay closer

to SPring! Halleluiaht

I -12 -



Februar
Bulletins ,g\rc
Sponsorccl bg...

Januar
Bu”ctins \R/crc
Sponsorccl by...

6™- Mark & Tara Cooke in 1%- Mrs. Agnes Carhart in

loving memory of Tara’s loving memory of her
grandfather, William husband, Fred, for his
Reinhart, and her aunt, February 8 birthday.

Margaret Mustard.

13" - Mrs. Mary Gardner in
loving memory of her
husband Rob ert, for his
January 12" birthday.

20™ - Mrs. Bessie Earnhart in
loving memory of her
husband Gerald on the 22"
anniversary of his passing,

8t - Mr. & Mrs. William Karl

15% - Mr. & Mrs. Fred Finken,

Arnold, Jr. in loving
memory of his father, W.
Karl Arnold, Sr.

Jr. in loving memory of their
son, Gary F. Finken, who
passed away on January
12%,2009.

January 22", 1987.
227 - Scott & Chris Caka in
27% - Carolee & Gordon Lowe memory of their dad.
in honor of the 103
birthday of Carolee’s
mother, Mrs. Bessie

Earnhart.

If you would like to sponsor the bulletins for one of our services,
please contact the church office at 610-258-3361.

If you sponsored bulletins this year & have not paid for them, please
drop your payment in the collection plate or mail it in, note that it is for
bulletins. If you are not sure about a payment, please call the church

office.
g J

Hcarhcclt Tl-\anks...

Thank you very much for your thoughts, prayers and cards after the death of
my brother. - Bette Walker

- 13-



Januar
Flowcrs \ﬁcrc
Sponsorccl by

4™ Carl Lunger in memory of
his wife Ethel.

11* - The Hay Family in
memory of Aunts, Martha
Seifert and Joyce E. Hay.

18" - Rev. & Mrs. J. Michael
Dowd in memory of their
parents.

25% - Carolee & Gordon Lowe
in honor of Carolee’s

mother, Bessie Earnhart,
on her 103" birthday.

S

If you would like
to sponsor altar flowers,

please contact the church office at

610-258-3361.

f:cbruar
Flowcrs /grc
Sponsorccl by

1*- Agnes Carhart in loving
memory of her husband
Fred Carhart in the
occasion of his February
birthday.

8™ - The Matilda Butz Chidsey
Circle of Kings Daugh-
ters. We honor the
memory of those women
who served their King so
faithfully, and to honor
those still serving on the
occasion of the 118"
anniversary of the found-
ing of the circle.

15% - Brian, Jackie & Melissa
Lunger in memory of
brother, Robin.

22 - David Freytag in memory
of his parents Mr. & Mrs.
Frank H. Freytag.

AN

N

A SPccial Note of Tl-\anks...

Thank you to our church family from Mary Crozier, George & Susan Beling
and their family for your prayers, cards, expressions of concern, and, mostly,
for your love throughout the illness and death of our husband and father Rob-
ert (Bob) Crozier.

- 14 -



Carolcrs Wc|comcd Warmlg

On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 21, a hearty group of First UCC members met
at the Beling home to go caroling to our members who are shut-in, or are in
nursing homes. I would like to give you my view of the experience.

First of all, the day was a bit icy, and I was a bit leary about the footing, but
we persevered and consolidated cars, and took off. Ken and I went with
Carl and Sheila, and our first stop was Phoebe Home in Allentown, where
} we visited Pastor Duffy, who looked wonderful, and
r‘ i) f) joined us in several carols, before we headed upstairs
to see his wife, Naomi. She was sitting in the small
room opposite the elevator, looking as pretty as ever,
and greeted us warmly. We asked her what she
would like us to sing, and she said the “night song”,
so we sang Silent Night and several other peppier
songs, and believe it or not, even with her forgetfulness, she sang every
word with us! That brought some of us to tears, and made the entire trip
worth it.

Then we proceeded to sing to the Croziers at Blough Nursing Home, and
Mary really enjoyed our visit. Bob was sleeping, but when I looked over at
him during Joy to the Word, his mouth was moving along with the song!
Somehow, on some level, we reached him, and that was heart warming. As
you know, several weeks later, Bob passed away. Hopefully, he felt the love
of his church family that night.

Then we were off to Country Meadows, where we sang in several dining
rooms to a large group of diners, who all sang along, and actually applauded!
That was quite a shock! I guess we sounded pretty good, or else they are all
hard of hearing! We wore Santa hats and reindeer antlers, and carried
stuffed toys while we sang, which they all loved too, and gave them small
poinsettias for their rooms to add to their decorations.

Special thanks to Leslie and Christian Kmetz, who
represented the church youth. Hopefully, next year, there
will be more kids and young families to add to our group.

We returned to Sue and George’s warm home for lots of good
food, and story tales about our experiences. There was another
group which went to some other places, but I can’t report on them, but I’'m
sure they had great feeling during their visits too.
(Continued on pg. 19)
_15 -



Come join us next year. Its better than watching football, or
laying on the couch napping, I can guarantee. This is the “
cost and joy of discipleship” in action! Thanks to all who
joined us to spread the cheer. It really meant a lot to
- many people. If you have any doubts, please read Mary
~ Gardner’s simple but truly heartfelt thank you to us for
caroling to her (pg.6).

Nancy Amore

AR
SPNg

50UP Kitchen News

Barbara Dailey, our Mission Chair has announced that her committee has
increased the monthly allotment to the Soup Kitchen to $150. a
month. In case you don’t know, our church volunteers cook a lunch meal,
once a month, for the Soup Kitchen at Trinity Episcopal church on the second
Saturday, and in the past, we had to cook for around 75 people on a budget of
$100., which as you can imagine, is nearly impossible. Now we can serve
them, not only more generous servings, but a more varied, quality menu. For
many of these people, this is the best hot meal they get all week, so it is
important to make it a tasty, nourishing one. If any one would like to help
provide part of a meal, just talk to Kim Kmetz or Barbara Dailey, and they
will be glad to sign you up. There are even recipes in the kitchen in case you
would like some menu ideas. Here is your chance to show your faith in a real
tangible way, and feel good about it too!

\
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Thc 2009 Oﬁ:cring Mar h Stcc le
E_nvclopcs Are N:wcs Dcac"!:\c
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erel .
Our March Steeple News will

Our 2009 Offering envelopes are contain info about our Lenten &
here. If you haven’t picked yours up Holy Week services so if you have
yet, please stop by the table in any planned events (Easter Egg
Memorial Hall & get yours. If you Hunt, Easter Breakfast, etc.)
see a box belonging to other family please get the info into the
members or neighbors, perhaps you church office by Sun., Feb. 15®.

can pick them up for them too? Thanks!



t‘m’ What’s UP at f:lrst
*Business” News = =7 Cl'lurch"
S\
\. * Our Annual Meeting has been
':‘ scheduled for Sun., March 22" af-
‘ ter morning worship. Please watch

for details about the lunch that will be
held prior to the meeting. The snow
date will be Sun., March 29,

* In order to get the Annual Report out & have it available two weeks
prior to the meeting as stipulated in our Constitution & By-laws. All Com-
mittee chairs are expected to have their reports to the secretary by Sun.,
Feb. 15", You can e-mail it, bring it on a disk, use US Postal Service mail,
put a copy in the collection plate or leave it on the secretary’s desk to get it
to her by Feb. 15%,

* We are asking our members for the names of any members you know,
who worship at Memorial UCC in Wilson. They are undergoing some changes,
and we would like to contact any members who may be interested in a
change of church family. Let any Consistory member know of any names
you may have.

* In the next few months, you will be seeing some major changes in the
Narthex of our church. The Consistory did a survey, and were surprised to
find that our Narthex was viewed as dark, dingy and unwelcoming, so some
wonderful new ideas to brighten things up are going to be implemented.
Hopefully, these changes will be enjoyed not only by visitors to our church,
but by all of our regular worshippers too.

* Thanks to some hard investigating work by Ken Amore, ) }
and some long hours put in by Mark Cooke, our Sanctu- .‘ § g
ary and Sunday School is now comfortable even on the
coldest winter day. We now have had complete asbes-
tos removal from the church building, and two efficient
boilers installed, which should net us close too 95% effi-
ciency, and save us more than half on our heating bills.
As you regular attenders know, the erratic heating situation has been a
problem for years, and the heating repair men are regular attenders on
Sundays, although they are always in the basement! Thanks to Mark and
Ken for a job well done!
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First UCC Wants You!

Consistory is looking for a few good men and women to serve on Consistory,
to head a committee, or serve on a committee in 2009. No experience is
necessary, but enthusiasm and a willingness to help make our church better
is a must. We would especially like members to help on Church Life and
Program, as this is a crucial committee, which plans and implements all the
social functions that we all enjoy. Do you have any fun ideas for events, or
do you like to cook, or shop for the kitchen, or just share ideas? Then you
are just the person we are looking for! See any Consistory member, or
Pastor Dowd to help out. Church membership involves more than sitting in
that pew for an hour a week, so come on and serve.

:‘(\

Our Nominating (ommittee

At our Jan. Consistory meeting the following people were asked &
agreed to serve on this years Nominating Committee.

From Consistory - Doreen Arnold, Rev. Dowd, Janice Hilsenbeck &
David Wandersee.

From the Congregation - Sue Beling, Kim Kmetz & Gary Rapp

sop

Wors|1i|:> Notes...

* Thanks to all of you who ordered poinsettias to decorate the church altar
again this year. Thanks to you, we had 38 gorgeous white, pink and red
plants to lend a festive air to the front of the church. Also, thanks to Cierich
Greenhouses in Alpha who again, provided the healthiest, and longest last-
ing plants ever. If you have never been there, go this spring for a glorious
display of a wide variety of glorious flowers, in a friendly atmosphere.

* Don’t hide! As you have all noted, many worshippers are sitting far back
in the Sanctuary, under the balcony. Did you know that it is harder to hear
the beautiful organ and music when you sit back there? How about moving
up a few pews on Sunday? It would make the church look fuller, and it
would also look more welcoming to visitors if we weren’t all crammed in
the back. Please, give it a try. We just bet you will be glad you did!

-18 -



" Angel Food

inistries at St.

John’s on Morgan Hill

The Feb. 2009 menu is available
in our narthex, in the office or on-
line at: www.stjohnsmorganhill.org.

In order to lessen the time
between ordering & receiving
your order, AFM has moved
the monthly distributions
closer to the order dates

Ifyou have been financially blessed
& don’t have to watch your pen-
nies, perhaps you know of a family
that could use a food box? With
additional heating costs now, AFM
can be a special blessing. Buy a box
& give it away!

February order dates are:
Wed., Feb. 11" - 4-6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 14" - 9 a.m. til noon

Sun., Feb 15" - 10:30 a.m. til
12:30 p.m.

Feb. distribution date is Fri.,
February 20™ - 7-8 p.m.

Cash, Money Orders or
Food Stamps are accepted.
(Food Stamp orders must be
placed in person at St. John’s.)

Cash orders can be taken by

Margaret in the church office

by Fri., Feb. 13%, or call her
with any questions.
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